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This story was reported correctly based upon the only ACS data at that time; 
while Omaha has poverty issues, new data show it is not “highest in the country”
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Other images from the April 15, 2007 article
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Do not use this 
statistic or ranking: 
more accurate and 
more current 
figures now exist!!
The poverty distribution 
wasn’t far off; 2009-13 
figures show 52.8% 
White, 19.6% Black, 
19.2% Hispanic, and 
9.4% Other. The 2005 
Black portion was high, 
but part of the shift is 










to hold the 
true value in 
9 of 10 
samples. The 
2005 sample 
was the one 
“other” year.
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Comparison of Black vs. White non Hispanic Poverty Rates for the 100 Most Populous
Metro Areas in 2013
Source: 2009-2013 ACS (Tables B17001B and B17001H), U.S. Census Bureau
Note: these are the first data for new post 2010 Census metro area definitions as released in 2013










United States 27.1 n/a 10.6 n/a 2.55 n/a
*Scranton--Wilkes-Barre--Hazleton, PA Metro A 45.3 1 12.1 15 3.75 13
Youngstown-Warren-Boardman, OH-PA Metro A 40.6 2 12.8 9 3.17 32
Toledo, OH Metro Area 40.1 3 13.6 4 2.96 46
Grand Rapids-Wyoming, MI Metro Area 39.8 4 10.2 40 3.91 8
Madison, WI Metro Area 39.5 5 9.5 55 4.18 5
Syracuse, NY Metro Area 39.4 6 11.0 26 3.60 17
Milwaukee-Waukesha-West Allis, WI Metro Are 38.4 7 7.6 78 5.04 2
Fresno, CA Metro Area 37.9 8 12.0 16 3.15 34
Buffalo-Cheektowaga-Niagara Falls, NY Metro A 37.0 9 9.2 61 4.05 7
Bakersfield, CA Metro Area 36.8 10 13.7 3 2.68 63
Deltona-Daytona Beach-Ormond Beach, FL Met  35.3 11 13.2 5 2.67 65
Rochester, NY Metro Area 34.9 12 9.2 59 3.78 12
Des Moines-West Des Moines, IA Metro Area 34.7 13 8.0 77 4.35 4
**Spokane-Spokane Valley, WA Metro Area 34.5 14 14.0 2 2.47 83
Minneapolis-St. Paul-Bloomington, MN-WI Met  34.3 15 6.6 94 5.21 1
Akron, OH Metro Area 33.7 16 12.1 14 2.79 53
Cleveland-Elyria, OH Metro Area 33.6 17 9.3 57 3.62 16
Cincinnati, OH-KY-IN Metro Area 33.5 18 10.3 39 3.26 26
Detroit-Warren-Dearborn, MI Metro Area 33.3 19 10.6 30 3.14 35
Portland-Vancouver-Hillsboro, OR-WA Metro A 32.9 20 10.9 28 3.03 40
North Port-Sarasota-Bradenton, FL Metro Area 32.8 21 9.7 51 3.40 24
*Salt Lake City, UT Metro Area 32.5 22 8.3 70 3.90 9
Tulsa, OK Metro Area 32.5 23 10.4 34 3.13 36
Knoxville, TN Metro Area 32.4 24 14.0 1 2.32 90
**Provo-Orem, UT Metro Area 32.4 25 12.0 17 2.70 61
Dayton, OH Metro Area 32.1 26 12.6 12 2.54 73
Chattanooga, TN-GA Metro Area 31.9 27 12.6 11 2.52 75
Columbus, OH Metro Area 31.6 28 11.5 19 2.75 58
Pittsburgh, PA Metro Area 31.6 29 9.8 49 3.21 30
Omaha-Council Bluffs, NE-IA Metro Area 31.3 30 8.1 74 3.87 10
{sort field}
USE this latest data by race 
with the highest accuracy –
from CPAR’s poverty report at 
http://tinyurl.com/k4mtdex -
data for the 2006-10 ACS 
timeframe and the 2000 
Census are also compiled, as 
well as for Hispanic/Latino in 
both the top 100 metros in 
total population and total 
population of the specific 
races/ethnicities.
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The annual data has lots of 
fluctuation and a high possibility 
for sampling error. Subsequent 
data has shown the initial 2005 
figure to be an outlier. Use the 5-
year data for drawing conclusions 
as it’s potential for error is much 
smaller and the data fluctuate 
less. Using a larger geography 
(with more population) will also 
tend to lower the margin of error 
(MOE).
Year % in Poverty MOE % in Poverty MOE
2005 40.4 +/- 4.8 41.0 +/- 3.8
2006 29.7 +/- 5.2 29.6 +/- 4.5
2007 36.7 +/- 5.9 34.4 +/- 5.3
2008 30.3 +/- 5.5 29.0 +/- 5.2
2009 29.9 +/- 6.0 33.8 +/- 5.2
2010 33.8 +/- 5.0 36.6 +/- 4.9
2011 29.6 +/- 4.7 29.7 +/- 4.3
2012 35.1 +/- 5.2 34.2 +/- 4.5
2013 31.0 +/- 4.8 33.3 +/- 4.5
2005-07 35.7 +/- 3.5 35.3 +/- 3.1
2006-08 32.4 +/- 3.1 31.1 +/- 2.9
2007-09 32.5 +/- 3.6 32.7 +/- 3.2
2008-10 31.1 +/- 3.2 33.2 +/- 3.1
2009-11 30.9 +/- 3.0 33.1 +/- 3.1
2010-12 32.4 +/- 2.9 33.3 +/- 2.9
2011-13 31.7 +/- 3.0 32.5 +/- 2.9
2005-09 33.8 +/- 2.4 34.0 +/- 2.2
2006-10 32.0 +/- 2.4 32.4 +/- 2.2
2007-11 31.2 +/- 2.4 32.2 +/- 2.1
2008-12 31.5 +/- 2.3 32.5 +/- 2.3
2009-13 31.3 +/- 2.2 33.4 +/- 2.2
Omaha Metro Black Poverty 
Rates in Various ACS
Nebraska Black 
Poverty Rates in 
Various ACS
High Poverty Counties are Fairly Dispersed but Primarily Rural
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Persons below Poverty as a Percentage of the Population for Whom 
Poverty is Determined for Nebraska Counties: 2009-2013
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009-2013 American Community Survey 5-year estimates (table B17001)








SIPP report shows chronic poverty is actually more rare than people 
perceive, but episodes of poverty are much more common than we realize
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In pov. all 36 mo.
In pov. all 12 mo.
12 mo. income < 
12 mo. threshold
In poverty 2+ 
consecutive 
months during yr
but not all 12 mo.
In poverty 2+ 
consecutive 
months some-
time in the 3 yrs
Latest SIPP Panel
Summary of noncash benefits and additional relevant costs that the 
Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM) factors into the poverty calculation
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While the overall OPM and SPM values are similar, there are big 
differences by demographic characteristic
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Here are the differences between the SPM and OPM; Note the declines in  
the Plains and South while big increases in red are on the coasts
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The Upper Plains has the lowest poverty; rates in the deep south are not  
all high; southwest stands out with California highest in the nation
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Of Families in Poverty, Nebraska has a High Percentage that have a 
Full-Time and Year Round Worker
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More than 11,000 Nebraska families have 
at least one person working full-time and 


















full time year 
round Rank
United States 1,820,969 8,666,630 21.0 n/a
Texas 255,599 850,741 30.0 1
Nebraska 11,248 40,776 27.6 2
Utah 16,681 62,038 26.9 3
Wyoming 3,021 11,363 26.6 4
Kansas 17,645 67,927 26.0 5
Oklahoma 30,064 121,032 24.8 6
New Mexico 19,143 77,721 24.6 7
South Dakota 4,619 18,969 24.4 8
North Dakota 2,949 12,549 23.5 9
Arizona 46,961 202,622 23.2 10
Idaho 10,247 44,581 23.0 11
Arkansas 25,265 110,209 22.9 12
Mississippi 30,449 133,214 22.9 13
Iowa 14,556 64,234 22.7 14
Louisiana 37,703 167,260 22.5 15
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Nebraska and Lancaster County Hispanic 
Poverty Rates:
Nebraska Lancaster
2000 Census: 20.4% 18.8%
2008-10 ACS: 23.9% 26.2%





Compiled by the Empowerment Network for State of African-Americans 2015 Report
Compiled by Empowerment Network Feb. 2015747,008
79,705 82,838
White African-American Hispanic/Latino
Total Population:  Omaha MSA
Source:  Census Bureau  ACS 2011 to 2013 3 Yr Avg
79,705 African-Americans live in the 
Omaha Metro area.
















































































































































































































































































Source:  Census Bureau - American Community Survey 2011-2013 3 Year Avg.
Compiled by the Empowerment Network for State of African-Americans 2015 Report
% High School Graduate or Higher
Compiled by the Empowerment Network for State of African-Americans 2015 Report





High School Graduate or Higher:  Omaha MSA
Source:  Census Bureau  ACS 2011 to 2013 3 Yr Avg
% Civilian Unemployment
Compiled by the Empowerment Network for State of African-Americans 2015 Report





Civilian Unemployment: Omaha MSA
Source:  Census Bureau  ACS 2011 to 2013 3 Yr Avg
% of Families in Poverty
Compiled by the Empowerment Network for State of African-Americans 2015 Report




% of Families in Poverty: Omaha MSA
Source:  Census Bureau  ACS 2011 to 2013 3 Yr Avg
27.1% of African-American families 
are in poverty in Omaha. 
Compiled by the Empowerment Network for State of African-Americans 2015 Report
Compiled by Empowerment Network Feb. 2015
30.5%
26.9% 28.0% 28.1% 27.1%
2006-2008 2008-2010 2009-2011 2010-2012 2011-2013 Proj.
African-American Families in Poverty:  Omaha
Source:  Census ACS 2011-2013 3 Year Avgs





















































































































































































































































































Percent of Families in Poverty:  African-Americans
Source:  Census Bureau - American Community Survey 2011-2013 3 Year Avg.
Compiled by Empowerment Network Feb. 2015
Compiled by the Empowerment Network for State of African-Americans 2015 Report
*13.3%(15.2%) of African-American Civilians 
16 and Older in Omaha are Unemployed
(*Removing the 1 year 2013 unemployment data which appears skewed, 
Civilian unemployment for AA’s Omaha is closer to 15.2%.)
Compiled by the Empowerment Network for State of African-Americans 2015 Report































































































































































































































































































Source:  Census Bureau - American Community Survey 2011-2013 3 Year Avg.
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The 2013 data are 
an apparent outlier. 
No other year has 
been below 10%. 
Do you think the 
rate would drop 
from 20% to 7.4% 
in two years? The 
5-year data show 
realistic changes. 
Note that while the 
2005 poverty data 
was an apparent 
outlier, the unemp. 
rate does not 
appear out of line.
Black Unemployment Rates in Various ACS
Year Omaha Metro MOE Year Nebraska MOE
2005 17.5 +/- 4.0 2005 18.0 3.8
2006 15.9 +/- 2.9 2006 15.9 2.7
2007 18.5 +/- 3.7 2007 15.3 3.1
2008 14.2 +/- 2.8 2008 12.3 2.3
2009 16.2 +/- 4.0 2009 16.6 3.8
2010 20.3 +/- 3.7 2010 19.4 3.2
2011 20.4 +/- 4.1 2011 18.7 3.5
2012 12.9 +/- 2.9 2012 13.4 2.4
2013 7.4 +/- 2.0 2013 10.5 2.5
Avg 15.6 3.0
2005-07 17.3 +/- 2.1 16.3 2.0
2006-08 16.4 +/- 2.0 14.7 1.8
2007-09 16.0 +/- 2.1 14.8 1.9
2008-10 16.5 +/- 1.9 15.3 1.7
2009-11 18.5 +/- 2.0 17.4 1.8
2010-12 17.6 +/- 1.8 17.0 1.8
2011-13 13.7 +/- 1.8 14.1 1.8
2005-09 16.7 +/- 1.5 16.3 1.3
2006-10 16.0 +/- 1.4 15.0 1.2
2007-11 17.2 +/- 1.9 15.9 1.6
2008-12 15.8 +/- 1.3 15.5 1.2
2009-13 15.2 +/- 1.4 15.6 1.4
$28,384 is Median HHld Income for 
African-Americans in Omaha




















































































































































































































































































Median Household Income for African-Americans
Source:  Census Bureau - American Community Survey 2011-2013 3 Year Avg.
Compiled by the Empowerment Network for State of African-Americans 2015 Report
$31,349 is Projected Value of Median HHld Income 
for African-Americans in Omaha 
(Projection includes Adjustment for Avg. Housing Costs)





















































































































































































































































































Adjusted Median Household Income for African-Americans
Base Data Source:  Census Bureau - American Community Survey 2011-2013 3 Year Avg.
Compiled by the Empowerment Network for State of African-Americans 2015 Report
% Age 15 and Older Married:  Omaha
Compiled by the Empowerment Network for State of African-Americans 2015 Report





% Age 15 and Over Married:  Omaha MSA
Source:  Census Bureau  ACS 2011 to 2013 3 Yr Avg
Median Hhld Income:  Married HHlds
Compiled by the Empowerment Network for State of African-Americans 2015 Report





Median HHld Income Married:  Omaha MSA
Source:  Census Bureau  ACS 2011 to 2013 3 Yr Avg
Home Ownership
Compiled by the Empowerment Network for State of African-Americans 2015 Report





% Own their Home: Omaha MSA
Source:  Census Bureau  ACS 2011 to 2013 3 Yr Avg

How Nebraska Poverty Differs by County Type: 2009-13 ACS data
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Estimated Poverty Rates for Nebraska Counties by Type: 2015












Nebraska 12.8 17.4 22.1
Big Three 13.2 17.5 21.6
Other Metro 11.0 15.2 19.4
Micro Core 12.6 17.9 23.1
Small Trade 13.0 18.2 23.6
Small Town 12.2 17.6 23.6
Frontier  12.5 18.6 25.2
Source: American Community Survey 5-year Sample
How Nebraska Poverty Differs by Age and County Type: 2009-13 data
33
Poverty rates within group




Big Three 17.7 6.5
Other Metro 15.5 7.1
Micro Core 17.6 7.9
Small Trade 18.1 9.5
Small Town 16.5 10.3
Frontier  19.2 9.7
Source: American Community Survey 5-year Sample
Estimated Poverty Rates for Nebraska 
Counties by Type: 2015
How Nebraska Poverty Differs by Race and County Type: 2009-13 ACS
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Big Three 27.2 9.1
Other Metro 25.3 8.2
Micro Core 23.8 10.3
Small Trade 30.6 11.0
Small Town 26.8 10.2
Frontier  23.3 11.7
Source: American Community Survey 5-year Sample
Estimated Poverty Rates for Nebraska 
Counties by Type: 2015
How Nebraska Poverty Differs by Education and County Type: 2009-13 ACS
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Big Three 26.4 3.5
Other Metro 20.9 2.3
Micro Core 20.6 2.7
Small Trade 22.3 3.3
Small Town 23.6 3.9
Frontier  20.4 4.8
Source: American Community Survey 5-year Sample
Estimated Poverty Rates for Nebraska 
Counties by Type: 2015
Nebraska County Poverty Rate Ranking: 2009-13 ACS data
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Box Butte  23.9%
Loup  25.8%
Thurston  26.9%
Source: ACS 5-year sample
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Persons below Poverty as 
a Percentage of the 
Population for Whom 




How Poverty Varies by Single Year of Age
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Since many elders are just above the poverty line, expanding the analysis 
to double (200%) of poverty radically sharpens the increase
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Adding Three Times the Poverty Line (300%) for Perspective
40
Impact of Age & Gender
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A man reaching age 65 today can expect to live until age 84.
A woman turning age 65 today can expect to live until age 86.
Today, a husband and wife both aged 65 have approximately a 47% 
chance that at least one of them will live to his or her 90th birthday 
and a 20% chance of one living to his or her 95th birthday.
Source: Social Security Administration




• 92% of Nebraskans age 65+ 
received Social Security
• The average yearly Social Security 
benefit for a Nebraska retiree was 
$14,780 or $1,231 a month
• For almost 1/3 of Nebraskans, 
Social Security was the ONLY 
source of income
• Without Social Security, an 
additional 35% of older Nebraskans 
would fall into poverty
Source: AARP, Social Security: 2012 Nebraska Quick 
Facts
Medicaid: Long-Term Care Expenditures
43
Nebraska Medicaid Expenditures in FY14:
• Children $506 million
• ADC Adults: $120 million
• Blind & Disabled: $822 million
• Aged: $381 million—includes long-term care costs which 
average almost $65,000 annually per person
Source: DHHS Nebraska, Medicaid Reform Annual Report, December, 2014
Source: Genworth 2013 Cost of Care Survey
Medicaid: Enacted in 1965
• Modified Adjusted Gross Income used to determine eligibility
• Covers Long-Term Care (Nursing home care)
• Federal/state cost split.  In 2014 $45.26/$54.74 for Medicaid
PANELIST CONTACT INFO
David Drozd UNO CPAR 402-554-2132 ddrozd@unomaha.edu
Henry Cordes Omaha World-Herald 402-444-1130 henry.cordes@owh.com
Martha Hakenkamp Aging Partners–Lincoln 402-441-6159 mhakenkamp@lincoln.ne.gov
Sen. Sue Crawford Unicameral District 45 402-471-2615 scrawford@leg.ne.gov
Randy Cantrell UN-L Rural Sociology 402-472-0919 rcantrell1@unl.edu
Willie Barney Empowerment Network 402-502-5153 wbarney@empoweromaha.com
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Extra Slides should we need something
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Rural Counties have Traditionally had the Highest Poverty Rates, but 
they have tended to decrease over time
47
People are constantly moving into and out of poverty and near poverty
48
Of the 3.9 million in 
near poverty in 2011, 
only 783,000 or 20% 
remained there in 
2012 – the other 
80% either improved 
or fell into poverty.
The near poor grew 
by 156,000 from 
2011 to 2012. Most 
was from a net gain 
of those exiting 
poverty: 1146 – 1045 
= 101 thousand or 
65% of the increase.
The vast majority of families in poverty have at least 1 family member 
who works; Nebraska ranks near the top on this version of “working poor”
49
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Missouri 114,498 171,329 66.8 21
Oklahoma 80,445 121,032 66.5 22
North Carolina 210,030 318,716 65.9 23
Arizona 133,507 202,622 65.9 24
Washington 100,170 152,929 65.5 25
Georgia 218,891 335,240 65.3 26
Arkansas 71,912 110,209 65.3 27
Virginia 105,765 163,615 64.6 28
Delaware 11,401 17,720 64.3 29
Vermont 7,845 12,205 64.3 30
Michigan 194,085 302,261 64.2 31
Ohio 218,551 340,854 64.1 32
Louisiana 106,626 167,260 63.7 33
Tennessee 140,367 220,771 63.6 34
South Carolina 104,133 164,487 63.3 35
Hawaii 15,541 24,570 63.3 36
Maine 20,109 31,985 62.9 37
Florida 343,806 550,884 62.4 38
New York 337,159 544,050 62.0 39
Maryland 60,373 97,433 62.0 40
Mississippi 82,518 133,214 61.9 41
Connecticut 40,975 66,254 61.8 42
New Jersey 105,805 173,721 60.9 43
Alabama 108,404 178,138 60.9 44
New Hampshire 11,536 19,284 59.8 45
Pennsylvania 175,461 294,546 59.6 46
Rhode Island 14,705 24,774 59.4 47
Kentucky 94,327 163,471 57.7 48
Massachusetts 73,583 129,616 56.8 49
West Virginia 34,302 63,042 54.4 50
Dist of Columbia 8,070 16,579 48.7 51
Ranking of the Percentage of Families in Poverty who have at least 
One Worker in the Family (so "working poor")
















United States 5,688,236 8,666,630 65.6 n/a
Utah 48,777 62,038 78.6 1
Nebraska 31,925 40,776 78.3 2
Wyoming 8,825 11,363 77.7 3
Idaho 33,771 44,581 75.8 4
Kansas 51,070 67,927 75.2 5
Texas 617,498 850,741 72.6 6
Montana 18,693 25,899 72.2 7
Colorado 82,925 114,936 72.1 8
Iowa 45,540 64,234 70.9 9
South Dakota 13,432 18,969 70.8 10
Wisconsin 90,550 128,599 70.4 11
Minnesota 71,605 101,919 70.3 12
North Dakota 8,816 12,549 70.3 13
Alaska 8,040 11,599 69.3 14
Nevada 49,469 72,268 68.5 15
Oregon 73,768 108,637 67.9 16
Indiana 124,682 184,728 67.5 17
California 694,586 1,030,055 67.4 18
New Mexico 52,383 77,721 67.4 19




“the differences in what poor and middle class 
families consume on a day-to-day basis are 
much smaller than the differences in what 
they earn.”
“Without a doubt, the poor are far better off 
than they were at the dawn of the War on 
Poverty,” but relative to middle and upper-
income Americans “they have also drifted 
further away.”
“Income Gap, Meet the Longevity Gap”
From: http://tinyurl.com/obwwff9
“Poverty not only diminishes a person’s life 
chances, it steals years from one’s life.”
“in recent decades, socioeconomic status has 
become an even more important indicator of 
life expectancy” - 2008 CBO report
Older male life expectancy gains since ~ 1980
Upper ½ of incomes: + 6 yrs; Lower ½: +1.3 yrs
An easy way to get poverty data: Subject Table S1701
Always use the 5-year dataset as this splits data by age, gender, race, etc.
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